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Serving in the House of the Lord: Prayer

by C. D. Rooks

(This message on prayer was given at the 2004 World Wide Ministries International Convention, June 24, in Fresno, California, to a gathering of pastors, ministers, missionaries, chaplains, brothers and sisters.)

I greet you this morning in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Lord, I thank you for bringing us all here together today to worship and hear the word of the Lord. I pray, Lord, may the meditations of my heart and the words of my mouth bring honor, praise and glory to the Lord God Most High. Amen.

Our Scripture for this convention is Joshua 24:15b: “...As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

First I’d like to put this [scripture] briefly into context.  Some of the other brothers have already touched on this, and I want to sketch it out quickly. (Joshua 23-24) This statement is given by Joshua; he’s about a hundred and ten, and he knows he’s going to die. The people have crossed the river and come into the Promised Land; they’ve taken it; it’s settled, and it has been divided among the tribes. How many here are in the Promised Land? 

So he gathers all the people, the elders, and the leaders together. He warns them, see Joshua didn’t have a successor. He brings them together, and he warns them to obey all God’s laws and he tells them not to associate with all the peoples around them, because he says when you do that you corrupt yourselves. Because all the peoples around them are pagans. He says don’t do it because they’re loose sexually and all, and you always fall into temptation and you corrupt yourselves, so stay away from them. 

Then he recounts God’s history with Israel beginning with Abraham and clear up unto the present time, how God has always been with them. Then he calls on them to fear and to serve the Lord faithfully, and he says, look, rejects all these foreign gods, these pagan gods, and the gods of Egypt that you left. You’ve got to make a choice; either you follow them or you follow the Lord “…but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15b).  

Now all of us here have already made this same choice. We have said in our hearts, we have told God, we will serve the Lord. Amen? Amen.

So what does it mean to serve the Lord?  I submit to you that to serve the Lord means to do the will of the Lord. And what is the will of the Lord? I find the will of the Lord in  Deuteronomy 10:12-13. The word says, 

“...What does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to observe the Lord’s commands and decrees...” 

So that would seem to be pretty clear. How do we serve the Lord? Fear the Lord, walk in His ways, love Him, serve with all your heart with all your soul, and observe the Lord’s commands and decrees. 

Now most of you here serve the Lord by serving in the House of the Lord.  So, I want to talk to you this morning about serving in the House of the Lord.

Most of us these days probably think of the House of the Lord as the church house, and so it is. However, in Isaiah 56:7, he says that the Lord’s house 



“...will be called a house of prayer for all nations.” 


We need to look at this. This is the very Scripture that Christ Jesus quoted as He drove the moneychangers from the Temple.  When zeal for the Lord’s house consumed Him (Ps. 69:9), and He was turned over the tables and drove them out with whips. This is the scripture from Isaiah that He quoted, 



“My house will be called a house of prayer”  (Matt 21:13). 

Notice the Scripture does not say my house shall be called a house of preaching, my house shall be a house of programs. Now, you do preach and churches have programs of various kinds, but I submit to you, brothers and sisters, that they are not to be the primary focus of the church. 

The primary focus of the church should be prayer and intercession. There are well over 300 references in the Bible to prayer, praying and intercession. There are numerous prayers that are recorded in full in the Scriptures. Prayer is primary for believers. We need to be on our knees with our faces to the Lord. We need to spend our time in prayer. Now, not just pastors and pastor’s wives, your whole congregation needs to be on its knees with their faces before the Lord, in prayer. 

There’s no substitute for prayer. No amount of preaching, no number of church programs can make up for a lack of prayer in your house, because, well, they don’t have any power on their own. There is no power in that. The only power comes through prayer. Churches lack power if they don’t have prayer. If you have no prayer, you have no power. If you want power in your church and in your ministry, you need to be on your knees before the Lord in prayer. Your congregation needs to be on its knees before the Lord in prayer. Not just Sunday morning...all the time.

Now why is prayer so important? Well, it’s important because God says it’s important.  So I want to go through some scriptures with you about the importance of prayer from the word of the Lord.  I’ll give you the references as we go. Let me share some with you.

The first is that we enter the very presence of God through prayer. Solomon when he dedicated the Temple, he prayed, 1 Kings 8:28: 

“Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence this day.” 
In Ephesians 6, we are commanded to pray and to keep praying in all circumstances. In Ephesians Paul says:


“...pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and petitions.” 
And this not just for ourselves but to pray for others, to intercede on their behalf, for he continues in Ephesians 6:18: 


“With this in mind, be alert and keep on praying for the saints”   

Failing to pray for others is a sin before God. When the people asked Samuel to pray for their sins, in 1 Samuel 12:23, he said to them:


“...far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for


 you.” 

The Scripture here is pretty clear. If we do not pray, that is a sin before God. 

In Job 42:8, God Himself ordered Job to pray for his accusers. God was angry with them, because they had been accusing him…you’re a bad person, it must be your fault, God doesn’t like you, that type of thing, you know, sometimes we get it from our own, but what the Lord said, He told them:


“My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer...” (Job 42:8). 

We have a grave responsibility to pray for those the Lord tells us to pray for. If the Lord tells us to pray for somebody and we don’t do it, that’s actually a sin before God. We are to pray for others all the time. 

Pray is even required for godliness. In Psalm 32, verse 1, it says: 


“Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven / whose sins are covered.” 

Now most know that, but if you go on to verse 6, it says:   

“Let everyone who is godly pray to you / while you may be found.” 

We must pray at the opportune time when the Lord tells us to, for, though we are blessed, and our transgressions forgiven, and our sins covered, we must pray to be godly. The scripture says so. To be a godly person is to be a praying person.  Amen? Amen.

Prayer comes with promises from the Lord.  In Jeremiah 29:11 & 12, the scripture reads:  


“For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”    

Now many, of course, know this verse, but then he goes on to say in verse 12,  


“Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me and I will listen to you.” 

If we want the Lord to hear us, we must pray; when we pray, he will listen.  

We can seek the Lord’s counsel in prayer. In Jeremiah 42, the remnant of Israel came to Jeremiah seeking the Lord’s counsel from the man of God. In verse 3 they plead with him. They come and they say, Jeremiah:


“Pray that the Lord your God will tell us where we should go and what we should do.” 

Now the Lord answered that prayer, ten days later. Now they didn’t want to do it [what the Lord said], but the Lord answered the prayer of the man of God for the people. So we see here that the Lord gives counsel to those who will humble themselves and pray to Him.  We need to spend time on our knees before the Lord.

In Romans 1:9-10, Paul makes himself an example to the churches when he writes, 

“God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of His son, is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers at all times...”

Here, Paul makes it clear that keeping constantly in prayer is of great importance to the Lord, for God is witness to them who keep constantly in prayer. 

In Ephesians 6, a little further down, 18 and 19, Paul says, 

“...Be alert and always keep praying for all the saints. Pray also for me that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel...”   
We need to be praying for each other and for our pastoral leaders.  Do you remember to pray for your pastoral leaders? 

You should have people in your congregation actively praying for you, at all times. I don’t mean just Sunday morning; I don’t mean just Sunday evening. If you don’t have people who are actively praying for you all the time, you need to pray to the Lord for intercessors in your church, you need to raise up and encourage intercessors. 

You need pray-ers in the church if you want to make your church a house of prayer.  If you don’t have committed people who are spending time on their knees before the Lord on your behalf, you need to be raising them up.  There’s no power if there’s no prayer.  

Nothing worthwhile or long lasting that is good happens in the church that isn’t birthed in prayer. Prayer has to be first, open prayer. If you start something or put programs in place and then pray for the Lord to bless them, that’s backwards. But we see that all the time, and some of you have mentioned that you have church boards that are…difficult. And they like to, want to, put projects and other things in place, and sometimes they can be rather forceful and they push ahead, yes? And then they want them blessed. Now the Lord is a gracious Lord, and He does bless His people, but this is going about it backwards. 

Things in the church need to be birthed in prayer. Prayer first, then programs; prayer first, then preaching. Prayer first, then the building program; Prayer first, then…. Prayer first. If it’s going the other way around, it’s going backwards, and you need to be having some talks with your people, from the pulpit. I know that they’re the board, but who’s in charge? Who did God put in charge of the church? You!  If your board is going  backwards, then turn them around. 

Praying for the will of God and waiting on the Lord has to come first. It has to. You need to be on your knees with your face before the Lord in prayer, first, for everything.  Who’s in charge? Who do we answer to? Talk to your Father [in heaven] first. How did you stay out of trouble as a kid? Well, some didn’t; that’s true. But you know, if you talked to Dad first and got his permission, did you get in trouble? No. Okay, then what happened if you just went off and did what you wanted to do? Then you got in trouble. Okay. 

So, if you really want your house, your church, to be the Lord’s house, then it has to be His – from the foundation up. And that foundation is prayer. That’s the foundation it has to be built on if you want it to be His. Remember Psalm 127:1 says: 


“Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain.” 

Have you been getting worn out in your church? Have you been getting worn out in your house? Are your people wearing you out? You probably don’t have enough prayer going up. The Word says, if you feel sometimes like you’re worn out, you’re laboring in vain, you’ve got to get the foundation down and solid, so that we’re basing and building everything on the foundation and prayers of the Lord. If the foundation is not laid in prayer, then it goes for nothing. We might as well be a social club, and we’ve seen some places that are. Right? Amen. 

So what do we look to in this kind of situation? Well, as in all things of God, Christ Jesus is our model. That’s where we turn, is to the Lord. The gospels tell us that Christ Himself prayed continually. Even though He is the son of the Living God, He never presumed upon his Father, but He prayed in every circumstance. Now, He’s Jesus Christ the Son of God; He can do anything, but He always prayed to His Father, in heaven. Often He would withdraw to remote places and pray, sometimes all night. “Abba, Father.” Now we’re told by the scholars that actually Abba is closer to “Daddy.” Abba.  Amen.

He prayed Scripture, He prayed healing, He prayed deliverance, He prayed Lazarus back from the dead. 

He prayed as He traveled, He prayed in homes, He prayed in the Temple, He prayed at the Last Supper, He prayed at Gethsemane, He prayed on the cross as He died. 

This is our model; this is our example. Pray, pray, pray, and pray some more. He prayed – always -- in all circumstances, and He’s God’s Son. How can we not do the same? We must, we must, because we have to answer. You’ve been put in charge of the house, right? When you go to be with the Lord, what’s He going to ask you? “Did you take care of my house that I gave you?” 

“Yes, Father, I did.” That’s what we want to say. 

Well, Praise God. I want to thank the Lord that He came to Earth to sacrifice himself for us, that He went willingly to the cross, He bled, died, and on the third day He rose again to glory, and even now He sits at the right hand of the Father ever making intercession for the saints. Our Lord right now is up there at the right hand of the Father making intercession for us.  

Prayer.

Christ teaches us how to pray in the Sermon on the Mount. If you look at Matthew 6:5-8, He teaches how to pray: 


“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.”
And then He gave the disciples and those who were before Him an example of a prayer we usually call the Lord’s Prayer. In Matthew 6:9-13, Christ gives this example of how to pray: 


“Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” 
So we need to take a look at this since this is the way the Lord says to pray. How do we pray? The Lord says “Our Father who art in heaven.” First of all, we acknowledge our Father. Father, we are talking to our Father “…who art in heaven. ” Where does God live? His realm…is heaven. “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,” which means the Lord is holy. Praise God. The angels around the throne of the Lord sing, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,” forever and ever and ever. The Lord is holy; acknowledge the Lord’s holiness as we come before Him.  

“…thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” What does it mean “thy kingdom come”? “Thy kingdom come,” I submit to you, means what it says right after that, “thy will be done” where? “on earth as it is in heaven.” The Father’s kingdom is to do His will here, for now. Yes? 

He says “Give us this day our daily bread.” Now bread is the staff of life.  What the scripture here is actually saying is Lord give me what I need, daily.  The Lord has promised He’ll provide for all of our needs, and He will provide for all of our needs, but it says “daily bread.” How often are we supposed to be in prayer to the Lord for provision? Daily. Alright, “daily bread.”  

Then it says, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” Have you ever had trouble getting through in prayer or receiving provision or maybe receiving healing or something? Did you examine your heart? What does the Lord say about unforgiveness? He will not hear us if we don’t have a forgiving heart. We need to be forgiving. In our prayers we need to forgive those who trespass against us as He has forgiven us. 

What can anybody here do to us that is worse than what Satan does to us? What is there that someone here could do to us that is greater than the forgiveness we have received from the Lord? If you want the Lord then to answer your prayers, you must forgive--all transgressions, all oppositions, everything. As he said, forgive your enemies and bless them. Now that’s a hard teaching, but you have to do it. Forgive them and bless them.  Then the Lord will open His hand to you.

“…lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” As the Scripture says, the Lord does not tempt anyone; the Lord is all good all the time. Amen. He can do no evil. We ask for deliverance though from temptation.  If at any time in history, this time we are living probably has more temptation than any time I can think of. But we need to stay away, to be averted, from temptation, and to be delivered from the evil of it. 

For His “is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.” So Christ is our 

model; the Lord’s Prayer is our example. We need to be on our knees before the Lord,

daily, in prayer and approaching Him. 

What I’m saying, brothers and sisters, is that we need to be in prayer. And you need to teach it, live it and breathe it all the time in your church if you want your church to be the Lord’s house, a house of prayer, then you have to be in prayer.

I wasn’t sure when He gave me the message if I would mention this; it’s not complete, but He’s shown me, given me a vision, of prayer in churches as He would like. Now in a lot of churches, or in some of your churches, you probably have a few prayer warriors around. A lot of times they are older women in the congregation. The Lord has been talking to me about this for a while now. He wants to see prayer and He wants to see prayer groups. He wants to see them active; He doesn’t want social clubs or what-have- you in the church. He doesn’t want cell groups that get together and do coffee and donuts; He wants people on their knees in prayer. 

But He’s been also impressing upon me that what He envisions and what He requires is groups of what I simply call Men at Prayer, MAP, Men at Prayer. The reason that I believe that I’ve seen this is that the Lord is interested in men taking their rightful place again as head of their households, as the leaders in the church. Men have abrogated their proper place in society and in the church. The Lord wants them to return to their proper place and to be in prayer, in prayer for each other, for the pastor, for the church, for the world church. Men at Prayer. 

I encourage you to go back to your churches. If you do not have people praying for you, talk to your people, teach them, have them form groups, have them get on their knees before the Lord, get their faces before the Lord, and pray…pray.

Let me ask you a couple of questions here: Do you want your church, your ministry, to be stronger?  The answer, my friend, is prayer.

Do you want to see revival? The answer is prayer.  There’s no revival without prayer. A lot of hard prayer and aching knees is what it’s going to take.

Is your church having financial problems?  Are you?  The answer is prayer. It’s got to be birthed in prayer.

Is there sickness and disease in your congregation? Or in your family? The answer is prayer, on our knees and on our faces before the Lord.

Do you have other problems of some kind? It doesn’t matter; whatever they are the answer is the same. The answer, brothers and sisters, is prayer. We have to get on our knees and go talk to our Father.  It all comes from our Father. We need to be on our knees talking to Dad.  Father. 

Do you know what the Lord wants you to do when you go home from here?  Are you unsure what to do next at your church? I have one answer for you: pray, and get your people praying.

To sum this up, I’m saying that if you want to serve the Lord, in the house of the Lord, you need first to pray, and pray, and pray, and keep praying. 

Now let me ask you, my brothers and my sisters, how many of you have churches that need prayer?  How many of you need prayer?  

Alright. Come, the altar’s open. If you would, please, come, let us bow down before the Lord and pray.  Come, let us pray.

Lord, bless us as we pray. Come. Whatever the need, the Father will meet it. Come, let us put our faces before our Lord and call out to our Father, and pray. Pray for your ministry, pray for your church. Pray for your families. Come and pray. 

C. D. Rooks
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